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OBJECTIVE: 
 
The Fraser Coast Regional Council has chosen to provide official recognition to residents 
who celebrate the significant achievement of reaching their 100th birthday through the 
planting of a Centenary Tree. 
 
The objective of this policy is to outline the protocols to be followed. 
 
POLICY: 
 
Council will provide official recognition to residents who accomplish reaching their 100th 
birthday by conducting a ceremony to plant a Centenary Tree in specific Council park 
locations. 
 
Philosophy & Role 
 
Family and friends sometimes like to arrange for a special recognition for their loved ones 
celebrating significant milestones such as 100th birthdays (Centenary). 
 
Official recognition of significant celebrations can contribute to a community’s feeling of 
unity and wellbeing and is an opportunity to honour residents who have often given a 
great deal to their community over a long period of time. Council plays a major role in 
community capacity building and development and as such, can appropriately reward 
people for a life lived well and lived long.  
 
Authorities & Responsibilities 

1. Responsibility for the assessment of applications relating to the receiving of a 
Centenary Tree rests with the Executive Manager Open Space and Environment. 

 
2. Responsibility to notify the Centenary Tree recipient immediately following approval 

that a tree will be planted rests with the Office of Mayor and CEO. A letter of 
congratulations will be sent to successful applicants from the Mayor’s Office. 

 
3. Responsibility for organising an appropriate ceremony for the planting of the 

‘Centenary Tree’ rests with the Executive Manager Open Space and Environment 
who will coordinate the event with the Mayor’s Office. 
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4. Responsibility for organising the planting of the Centenary Tree rests with the 
Executive Manager Open Space and Environment, who will also coordinate the 
compiling and registration of a record of all Centenary Tree recipients. 

 
Scope & Activities 
 
1. Awarding of a Centenary Tree is based on the notion of recognising significant 

achievements within the community. 
 
2. This is done on the basis of the following principles: 
 

 A Centenary Tree will be provided for all residents of the LGA who apply to 
celebrate the significant achievement of reaching their 100th birthday 

 
 On occasion individuals who no longer reside on the Fraser Coast but who 

may have been born within the Fraser Coast Regional Council area or lived 
the majority of their lives within the Fraser Coast community will celebrate 
their 100th birthday and they or their family will wish for them to be 
recognised within Fraser Coast. Applications reflecting this can still be 
submitted using the specified application process. Such applications will be 
assessed and if appropriate approved by the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) or 
designated delegate 

 
 Not every Centenarian will want a tree to be planted so the award of a 

Centenary Tree will only be on application 
 

 Recognition is in the form of tree with a plinth and plaque identifying the 
birthday and recipient to be planted in a Council park location  

 
 The award has no legal status 

 
 There will be no fees for the Centenary Tree or ceremony to plant the 

Centenary Tree. 
 

 
3. The process for applying to receive a Centenary Tree is as follows: 
 

 Fraser Coast residents who are reaching the milestone of a 100th birthday will 
be advised by Council that they are eligible for the planting of a Centenary 
Tree 

 
 Application is to be made to Council prior to the awarding of a Centenary Tree 

 
 Applications may be made on the appropriate form or via a request letter 

received at Council via electronic email or post 
 

 Anyone may apply for a Centenary Tree to be planted. The application may be 
on behalf of another party or themselves 

 
 Proposed Centenary Tree recipients MUST be reaching the significant 

achievement of celebrating their 100th birthday 
 

 Proposed Centenary Tree recipients who did not apply for their 100th birthday 
may apply for a Centenary Tree on each subsequent anniversary (i.e. 101st 
birthday, 105th birthday, etc) 
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 Each Centenary applicant is only eligible for one tree 

 
 Applications can only be accepted for the specified Council park locations 

 
 Applications will be assessed by the Executive Manager Open Space and 

Environment. 
 
4. Centenary Trees are available to all Centenarians who are able to provide 

documented evidence of achieving their 100th (or subsequent) birthday whilst 
residing within the Fraser Coast LGA (or as approved under the exemption stated 
above by delegation of the CEO). 

 
Applicants will need to provide evidence of their residential address plus one of the 
following: 

 
 A copy of the Centenarians birth certificate  

 
 A copy of the Centenarians drivers licence even if expired, as long as the date 

of birth is clearly visible 
 

 A copy of the Centenarians passport even if expired, as long as the date of 
birth is clearly visible. Passports do not need to be Australian but do need to 
be internationally recognised as a passport 

 
 If the Centenarian does not have one of the above available a statutory 

declaration stating the date of birth can be provided. Statutory declaration 
forms are available at any post office or online. 

 
A digital photograph of documentation is acceptable, providing the information is 
clearly readable. 

 
5. It is recommended that applications for the planting of a Centenary Tree be 

made two (2) to six (6) months prior to the date of celebration in order to allow 
enough time to organise the planting and ceremony. 

 
 Applications received with less than two months’ notice will still be processed, 

however they may not be able to be arranged by the date of the birthday 
 

 Belated applications can be made up to one (1) year after the birthday has 
passed 

 
 Processing times for approval may vary with each request depending on 

prevailing matters at Council but will be expedited to be as quick as possible. 
 
6. The Centenary Tree’s will be planted in the following locations: 

 
 Hervey Bay Botanic Gardens, Urangan, or 
 
 Elizabeth Park Rose Gardens, Maryborough, or  

 
 Tiaro Memorial Park, Tiaro.  

 
The location of the plantings for Centenary Tree may change from time to time 
dependent on available space and environmental conditions within each park. 

 



Fraser Coast Regional Council  COUNCIL POLICY  

 

7. Centenary Tree’s will be chosen from a Council approved species list and will be 
provided by Council at no cost. 

 
8. Current tree species are Queensland firewheel trees (Stenocarpus sinuatus) which 

are planted in a border around Elizabeth Park Rose Garden, Maryborough and will 
also be planted at Tiaro Memorial Park, Tiaro. Smooth Leaved Quandong 
(Elaeocarpus eumundii) are planted at the Hervey Bay Botanic Gardens, Urangan. 

 
 
HEAD OF POWER: 
 
Nil 
 
RELATED LEGISLATION: 
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RELATED DOCUMENTS (LOCAL LAWS, POLICIES, DELEGATIONS, ETC): 
 
- Centenary Tree Application  
- Centenary Tree Register  
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- Centenary Tree application 
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