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ITEM NO: ORD 10.3.3 

FRASER COAST REGIONAL COUNCIL 

ORDINARY MEETING NO. 8/20  

WEDNESDAY, 26 AUGUST 2020

SUBJECT: MANT STREET ILLEGAL VEGETATION DAMAGE - 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT RESPONSE 

DIRECTORATE: DEVELOPMENT & COMMUNITY  

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER: DIRECTOR DEVELOPMENT & COMMUNITY, Gerard Carlyon  

AUTHOR: ENVIRONMENTAL COORDINATOR, Rodney Buchanan  

LINK TO CORPORATE 

PLAN: 

Natural Environment 

Protection  and enhancement of our natural environment assets 

Implement and maintain environmental management plans across the 

region 

1. PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to respond to a Motion without Notice - Response to Illegal 

Vegetation, ORD 14.2 made at the Ordinary Meeting of Council on 19th February 2020. 

2. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

At the Ordinary Meeting of Council on the 19th February 2020 Council directed the Chief 

Executive Officer to undertake community consultation on appropriate responses by Council in 

relation to illegal vegetation damage on foreshore areas. 

This report outlines the content of that community consultation and seeks Council approval to 

implement the recommendations of an earlier Council report on mitigation actions in response 

to illegal vegetation damage in Mant St, Point Vernon. 

The community has stressed through the outcomes of the consultation process three prominent 

themes; preservation and protection of vegetation, maintenance of the foreshore and 

rehabilitation of damaged areas. 

The community engagement process has supported the original Council resolution to undertake 

mitigation actions to manage the illegal vegetation damage, though noting some responses are 

strongly opposed to it. It is to be expected that challenging issues such as this illicit strong 

community opinions both for and against taking action. 

The proposed mitigation actions are to install a temporary fence with printed mesh panels to 

explain why the fence is in place, for the site to be progressively rehabilitated and for the fence 

to remain until the vegetation has reached the same height of the fence or unless otherwise 

determined by Council.  

This response is in compliance with the adopted Council Policy 

the issue and allow effective rehabilitation of the site. 
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3. DATION 

That Council: 

1. Note the outcomes of the Community Engagement process in relation to the Illegal 

Vegetation Damage in Mant St, Point Vernon. 

2. Install a temporary site protection fence covered with printed mesh panels around the 

damaged vegetation in Mant St, with the fence remaining in situ until the vegetation 

reaches the same height of the fence, 2.1 metres or unless otherwise determined by 

Council. 

3. Progressively rehabilitate the vegetation on the Mant St site until the vegetation reaches 

the same height as the temporary fencing. 

4. BACKGROUND & PREVIOUS COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 

As the trustee of Council owned and managed open space, there is an expectation that Council 

will facilitate the conservation of the land for the benefit of current and future generations. 

Whilst Council has continued to manage open space for the benefit of the wider community, 

there has been a continued and repeated history of illegal vegetation damage along the 

Esplanade and foreshore areas of the Fraser Coast Region, with this illegal damage sometimes 

including the use of residual granular herbicide. 

At the Ordinary Meeting of Council 22 January 2020 in response to a report on Illegal Vegetation 

Damage in Mant St, Point Vernon Council resolved: 

That Council:  

1. Note the action taken by Council in response to the illegal vegetation damage in Mant 

2. Supports the mitigation actions proposed to address the issue of illegal vegetation 

da

As a result of this report and the second point of the resolution regarding mitigation actions 

Council Officers prepared to install a 2.1m high temporary fence covered with printed mesh 

along a section of Mant St in Point Vernon. This fence was to protect the public from land 

contaminated by the poisoning of trees and to allow the site to revegetate. The fence was to 

remain in situ until the new vegetation reached the high of the fence. 

Subsequent to Council adopting this recommendation there was some community 

community had not been adequately consulted on the decision. 

In response to this community dissatisfaction, at the Ordinary Meeting of Council on the 19th 

February 2020 a Motion Without Notice - Response to Illegal Vegetation Damage was made and 

it was resolved: 

That the Council directs the Chief Executive Officer to:  

1. Defer the proposed mitigation actions in response to the illegal vegetation damage in 

Mant Street, Point Vernon.  

2. Undertake community consultation on appropriate responses by Council in relation to 

illegal vegetation damage on foreshore areas. 

3. Provide a further report to Council at the conclusion of community consultation. 
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Acting upon this resolution, Council Officers immediately deferred all works to install the 

temporary protection fence and commenced a community engagement process to determine 

the community views on what would be appropriate responses by Council in relation to illegal 

vegetation damage on the foreshore in the Fraser Coast Region and in particular along The 

Esplanade in Point Vernon. 

The Engagement Strategy included a multi-faceted approach to provide an equitable and 

transparent process that was applied to the engagement process.  

hub as well as hard copies made available to the community on request, a targeted survey to 

key stakeholder groups and a facilitated workshop discussion with members of the Deliberative 

Democracy project Esplanade Panel, who had previously advised Council on the Hervey Bay 

Esplanade 20 year Vision Report in 2019.  

The survey was made available to the community and stakeholders from Monday 27 April to 

Friday 22 May. 

While the recent COVID 19 pandemic caused some obstacles in delivering the engagement 

strategy, it is satisfying to note that this has had a limited effect on the reach and breadth of 

responses received. 

Illegal Vegetation Damage Consultation 

(Attachment 1) the community engagement survey resulted in 446 formal responses, 16 

individual submissions, with 26 known or identified groups and businesses participating. 

5. PROPOSAL 

Illegal 

Vegetation Damage Consultation , it is proposed that Council proceeds with 

mitigation actions as defined within Council Policy 

 and as recommended by this report to; 

�$ install a temporary site protection fence covered with printed mesh panels around the 

damaged vegetation in Mant St, with the fence remaining in situ until the vegetation 

reaches the same height of the fence,  2.1 metres 

�$ Progressively rehabilitate the vegetation on the Mant St site until the vegetation 

reaches the same height as the temporary fencing 

The effects of adopting this approach will be; 

�$ An improvement in public safety - the dead and dying trees will be retained within the 

affected area.  As a potentially contaminated site it is proposed that temporary fencing 

be installed to exclude public access and to clearly delineate the area until a time that 

the area can be declared safe for access.   

Temporary fencing provides a product that is readily installed and removed, provides 

no permanent structure and can be easily maintained.   

Temporary fencing will remain in place until revegetation meets the same height as the 

fence (approx. 2.1 metres) or the site is declared safe and Council Officers are confident 

that the vegetation will be able to withstand occasional incidental public access. 

�$ Improved community awareness of the issues associated with illegal vegetation 

damage. The temporary fencing will have a printed mesh cover installed onto it 

explaining that illegal vegetation damage has occurred at this location.  The covering 

mesh will also contain information about the importance of native vegetation and the 
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contact details for Council should the public notice any suspicious activities. This is 

consistent with the Unauthorised Vegetation Damage on Council Land Policy, the 

printed fence mesh provides a visual replacement of the vegetation cover so that no 

advantage is gained from the illegal vegetation damage.  Further, it clearly explains 

�$ Site Rehabilitation. Council will ensure that rehabilitation is a key element in addressing 

the impacts of unauthorised vegetation damage.  This will be achieved through 

revegetation activities undertaken when the residual systemic herbicide has depleted 

significantly enough to allow the revegetation to occur. Revegetation will consist of 

planting appropriate native species to restore the vegetation back to a natural system 

state.  The revegetation area will be maintained by the Natural Environment team.  

Revegetation is a long term process that may take significant time to complete back to 

6. FINANCIAL & RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

The fencing and complementary community education project implementation and 

The temporary fencing has been purchased with the project costs funded from existing Council 

budgets via the reallocation of existing Point Vernon foreshore management resources.  

The project will be maintained for a period no less than two years and no greater than four 

years (pending sufficient growing seasons).  

7. POLICY & LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

Local 

Government Act 2009 and Local Government Regulation 2012.

In compliance with the Queensland Environment Protection Act, 1994, the incident was 

8. CRITICAL DATES & IMPLEMENTATION 

The current orange barrier mesh will be removed with the temporary fencing and printed mesh 

panels installed by 31 August, 2020. Revegetation activities will commence by March, 2021 to 

confirm the absence of residual herbicides, with completion within the same year. The 

temporary fence and printed mesh panels will be removed by June, 2023 when it is anticipated 

that revegetation will reach the fence height.  

9. CONSULTATION 

An Engagement Strategy including a multi-faceted approach was developed to provide a 

comprehensive community consultation solution.  

hub as well as hard copies made available to the community on request, a targeted survey to 

key stakeholder groups and a facilitated workshop discussion with members of the Deliberative 

Democracy project Esplanade Panel, who had previously advised Council on the Hervey Bay 

Esplanade 20 year Vision Report in 2019.  
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The survey was made available to the community and stakeholders from Monday 27 April to 

Friday 22 May. 

While the recent COVID 19 pandemic caused some obstacles in delivering the engagement 

strategy, it is satisfying to note that this has had a limited effect on the reach and breadth of 

responses received. 

446 formal responses were received along with 16 individual submissions, with 26 known or 

identified groups and businesses participating. Although not requested, where received from 

residents or stakeholders, submissions were included in the engagement process as Council was 

not able to hold face-to-face meetings due to Covid 19 pandemic restrictions. 

of illegal vegetation damage that has occurred on the foreshore, which is in contrast to only 8% 

who considered illegal damage and poisoning of vegetation to be appropriate and acceptable.  

Further, 55% of respondents believed the area should be rehabilitated back to its original state 

which is consistent with Council Policy and the original resolution of Council. 

With regard to the printed mesh panels, the survey indicated 56% (248) of respondents to be in 

support with 40% (180) being against, with this also reflected in the temporary fence installation 

with 49% (215) being in support and 44% (195) being against. 

It is considered that respondents generally support community education and awareness raising 

and the need for public safety. These functional requirements are justification in supporting the 

installation of the temporary fencing and printed mesh panels.  

Although, the survey identified some discontent about offenders not being held directly 

accountable and the potential for residents adjacent to the poison site being unfairly punished, 

there was consistent support in consequences resulting for illegal vegetation damage and 

poisoning within public reserves.  

The community have called for increased oversight by Council in compliance action, enforcing 

 and increased fines for 

non-compliance.  

This is further supported by the expectation of Council in raising awareness of the event and 

educating the community of the impacts of illegal vegetation damage and poisoning. 

Additionally, 59% of respondents are concerned and not accepting of Council resources being 

reallocated from foreshore management activities in responding to illegal vegetation damage 

for the wider community. 

In reflection, when asked what residents considered to the be two most important objectives to 

substantial response in favour of preservation and rehabilitation followed by maintenance of 

the area.  

10. CONCLUSION 

The damage and poisoning of vegetation on Council managed land is an illegal activity with this 

being acknowledged and supported by the community. The results of the community 

engagement process supports the original resolution in mitigating the impact of illegal 

vegetation damage and providing a consistent response to the incident. 

Implementing the recommendations made within this report will provide public safety through 

restricted access to the site by the temporary fence, increased community awareness through 
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information provided on the printed mesh panels and rehabilitation of the area back to a 

vegetation condition that is consistent with the pre-disturbed state. 

This outcome meets the expectation of the broader community, as expressed within the 

community engagement results. 

11. ATTACHMENTS 

1. Illegal Vegetation Damage Consultation  Point Vernon .


























































































